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Bultman talks career,
challenges at Hope
Chris Russ

Campus News Co-Editor

The 11th president of Hope
College, Dr. James E. Bultman,
is the face of the institution —
both praise and criticism of the
school are primarily directed toward him. Currently in his 12th
year in the position, Bultman
took time to sit down with The
Anchor and answer questions
gathered from the student body.
Many of the questions submitted pertained to Bultman’s
personal life and his day-to-day
activities. A typical day in the
life of the president starts at 7
a.m. and ends around 10 p.m.
In those 15 hours, he spends
the majority of his time meeting
individual donors, participating in fund-raising activities,
attending on-campus business
meetings and staying in touch
with a number of people both
on and off campus. His evenings
are mostly filled by attending
college events.
This busy schedule is made

more manageable by the oncampus house Bultman and his
wife live in.
“We do have a summer cottage, but we’re always on campus
every day, even during the summer. We love living on-campus;
you can be in your office in two
minutes. We try to go to a lot
of student events at night, and
it would be more difficult to do
that if we lived off campus.”
Over the years the house has
hosted a number of prestigious
guests, including a number of
authors and most notably, a
member of Dutch royalty.
In the free time the president does have, he enjoys playing golf and tennis. His favorite
musician is the Italian composer
Mantovani, and his “all-time favorite” film is “The Natural,” In,
addition, much of his free time
is filled with his reading.
“Probably my favorite book
of all time is ‘Good to Great’
by Jim Collins. It probably has
been more helpful to me than
any other. I generally like to read
see President, page 2
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Walking in a winter wonderland— Mindy Carlson (’13), Jenelle Ranville (’13)

and Leigh Clouse (’13) took advantage of an uncharacteristic Hope College snow day by
sledding on the snow hills behind Cook Hall on Feb. 2. The college cancelled classes due
to a blizzard that struck the Midwest, closing schools across the state and piling almost 18
inches of snow on Holland.

Tuition goes up by 1.5% Coach Van Wieren on Hope: ‘People
on this campus changed my life’
Chris Russ

In the 2011-12
school year, Hope
College students will
see their tuition increase to $35,280 up
from $34,620.
Each year, a proposal for tuition adjustment is prepared
and examined by an
administrative council before it is presented to the board
of trustees for approval.
This most recent
tuition increase of
1.9 percent is the lowest percent
increase in recent years, noticeably lower than the 5.4 percent
increase that was approved in
2007. It could also be compared
favorably with the 3.25 percent
increase in 2010. However, the
gradual tuition increases appear more substantial when the
$31,100 tuition of just five years
ago is directly compared to the
current $35,280 tuition fee.
“At Hope we have chosen, especially in the past five years in
the Michigan economy, to limit
the tuition increase. I would
credit our board of trustees with
seeing this recession coming before any of us in education did.

Madalyn Muncy

Campus News Co-Editor

Graphic by Emily Dammer

We’ve made substantial cuts in
every non-instructional area. I
would say that most people at
Hope don’t even know the extent
of what we’ve done in our effort
to not raise tuition,” said President Bultman of the school’s efforts to limit tuition growth.
Tom Blysma, vice president
and chief fiscal officer at Hope,
outlined a number of the methods the college is utilizing to attempt to keep costs down in a
challenging economy.
“I would say there are several
things contributing to a smaller
increase. One is that we have
been working very diligently at
the college to control our exsee Increase page 2
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Inspired by now deceased
Carnegie-Mellon
Professor
Randy Pausch, the Hope College Mortar Board Last Lecture
Series invites lecturers, current
or former professors or faculty
to share the life lessons that they
have learned with the campus
community. Compared to a regular classroom lecture, these are
usually informal, complete with
photographic slides and funny
anecdotes.
Former Hope College men’s
basketball coach and kinesiology professor Glenn Van Wieren
(’64) offered his insights on life
to a packed Maas Auditorium
of students, faculty and other
members of the Hope community Jan. 31. Dividing his lecture
into four lessons, Van Wieren’s
compelling story considered
faith, knowledge, family and
friends as a part of a successful,
blessed life.
Introduced by Ben Thomas
(’11), who described Van Wieren as special in almost every
way, particularly in the way that
“he makes you feel in every day
conversation. Special is his motivation, his faith.”

Beginning with such high expectations, Van Wieren warmed
up the audience with some humorous anecdotes of embarrassing moments during his tenure
at Hope College. From getting
a naked man who had forgotten
his bathing suit out of the Dow
swimming pool to forgetting to
shake the Calvin coach’s hand
after a win, he laughed along
with the audience.
Thomas’ description held true
for the lecture itself. Van Wieren talked as if we were all old
friends, humbly describing his
extremely successful career first
as a Hope athlete, then an even
more stellar career as a coach.
“I just think of myself as an average guy living in Holland,” he
said. “It’s like living a dream being here at Hope. I bleed orange
and blue. I never want to leave
this place.”
Never forgetting his roots and
the faith and work ethic instilled
in his by his parents, Van Wieren
shared stories about his parents,
both hard-working, faithful individuals who supported him in
his career.
“Remember where you’ve
come from, where you are now
and where you’re going,” said

My Brightest Diamond— Indie musicial
group performs at the Knickbocker.
Page 5
Got a story idea? Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.
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Glenn Van Wieren (’64)

Van Wieren.
Van Wieren, who headed the
men’s basketball team for 33
consecutive seasons, urged the
audience to remember faith in
their everyday life by trying to
make a difference in the lives of
others.
“Every single person wants to
be found and affirmed. Whose
cloud can you be in today? I live
everyday to try and believe in
the people around me,” Van Wieren said.
see

Lecture, page 10

On Top— Hope men’s hockey remains atop
its conference.
Page 11
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Bultman reflects on career ups and downs, diversity on campus

“

I think the most
important thing that
a president does is to
articulate often and
well the mission of
the college.
— President Bultman

an increase in the percentage of
students of color.
Along with these areas in
which the president expresses
pride, he has also encountered
challenges.
“I would probably say that
personnel decisions are the
most difficult in my experience. They’re the ones you agonize over. In the last few years
because of the economy, there
have been some rather wrenching decisions relative to financial
viability. I think the most important thing that a president does
is to articulate often and well
the mission of the college. That’s

what the president cannot lose
sight of.”
Another area in which the
president says his actions have
attracted the greatest amount of
criticism is the controversy surrounding issues of homosexuality on Hope’s campus.
“People who believe differently make what I think are unfair accusations that they are unable to totally unwind because
of some confidentiality issues.
Hope is not a public institution,
we are not neutral on a lot of
things, we have every right to
behave like a Christian college
whose principles are based on
scripture. We have every intention of utilizing that right,” Bultman said.
Hope has attracted a lot of attention for its official policies regarding homosexuality over the
years, particularly after the 2009
controversy in which Dustin
Lance Black, one of the creators
of the film “Milk,” was restricted
from speaking in certain venues
on campus.
“When different members
of our community advocate for
the practice of homosexuality,
we have had to respond and say
what our position is. That’s as far
as it has gone; there have been
no repercussions for students
and there have been no repercussions for faculty,” said Bultman.
Bultman felt that in this con-

troversy, there was a lack of respect being shown in the discussion of the subject.
“I do think the lack of civility
in discussing it hurts all of us. If
anything hurts the college it’s the
lack of civility in the dialogue so
I think we can do that better,” he
said.
Despite the challenges he has
run into in his position, Bultman
expressed satisfation with his
choices when asked if he had any
regrets in this time as the head
of the college.
“Nothing comes immediately

“

Hope is not a public institution, we are
not neutral on a lot of
things, we have every
right to behave like a
Christian college whose
principles are based on
scripture. We have every intention of utilizing that right.
— President Bultman

“

leadership books. I love to read
but most of my time reading is
reading reports and journals just
to keep up to date.”
A proponent of liberal arts
education, Bultman said that if
he could do college over again,
he would attempt to vary his
course load a bit more than he
did during his time at Hope in
the early 1960s. But if there was
any one course he could take at
Hope today, the president stated
that he would enroll in a general
economics class.
Growing up in Fremont, Bultman didn’t see himself becoming a college president one day,
in fact, he wasn’t fond of the idea
when he first held the position of
president in 1985 at Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa
after leaving his position as a
professor and coach at Hope.
“After I got into my professional career, I realized I had
certain administrative gifts, so
one wonders how can you best
use these, where can I make the
most difference. I really didn’t
want to be president when I
went to Northwestern. I liked
teaching and coaching here, but
I really felt that I could make a
difference there as president and
I felt that it was what God wanted me to do. And it was a great
experience.”

As a president, Bultman expressed pride for accomplishments that the Hope community has reached in his time at
the college. These accomplishments include the adoption of
a new mission statement, the
development of the campus and

“
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to mind as a major shortcoming.
I can’t identify anything that I
really wished we shouldn’t have
done or shouldn’t have happened.”
One question from Hope
students asked the president to

state his assessment of the state
of multicultural education at
Hope.
“I think we’ve gotten a lot better at that. I don’t think we could
ever say that we’ve arrived. I
think that the establishment of
the multicultural office in what
is arguably our nicest building,
the Martha Miller Center, was
an important step. We’ve poured
money into that area, and I think
it’s improved. It’s hard for us who
have been in majority positions
all of our lives to realize the sensitivity of a lot of minority issues
that don’t regularly cross our radar screen. Overall I’m pleased
with our progress.”
Bultman was recently elected
to the NCAA Division III, 15member President’s Council,
and he spoke on his vision as a
member of this group.
“Division III is very unique in
intercollegiate sport. We’re fairly well known for what we don’t
do, that is, not giving athletic
scholarships, and less known for
what we do do. That’s what we’re
trying to emphasize; we prize a
passion for learning and a passion to pursue one’s vocational
interests.”
When asked, Bultman defined his overall mission in running the college quite succinctly:
“That Hope would be at the same
time exceptional educationally,
and vibrantly Christian, and that
remains my primary passion.”

Hope controls expenses, tuition
hike lower than past years
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penses, and we’ve been having
some success. Through the use
of technology we’ve been making our operation more efficient,”
Blysma said.
“We’ve been working hard to
negotiate or renegotiate contracts to try to get more favorable pricing, and of course with
the economic downturn, businesses are eager to retain business or obtain new business,” he
continued.
Blysma also said there has been
an effort to reduce staff through
attrition. As staff members leave
or retire, their departments are
evaluated to determine if their
responsibilities can be consolidated, so that a replacement is
not required.
Another significant factor in
determining the school’s annual
budget is the wage increase for
faculty members. This current
tuition increase will accompany
a 1 percent increase in faculty
wages, less than the 2 1/2 increase for the 2008-2009 school
year. Hope froze wage increases
in 2009 to lower expenses. Other cost-cutting factors include
interest reductions in debt service expenses and moving to a
tray-free system in Phelps Din-

ing Hall, which has reduced food
waste.
Even after this large series of
cost reduction measures, a tuition increase is still necessary.
“We have a budget forecasting
model that we use, and we plug
in assumptions. That’s something that I maintain, but I receive inputs from various areas
of the operation to make educated guesses,” he said.
“From that we estimate what
our operating expenses will be
next year. Then we decide what
we need to do to cover those
expenses. As long as there are
inflationary pressures it is very
difficult to keep fees at the same
level or below. There are pressures in various areas of your
operation that push costs up.
It’s always the goal to minimize
the growth as much as possible
because we want to keep higher
education at Hope College affordable for students,” Blysma
said.
When compared to its peer
group of colleges over the past
four to five years, Hope’s tuition
increases are consistently smaller, staying approximately between 1 and 2 percent below the
increases at comparable schools,
Bylsma said.
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Continue to page 10 for campus news coverage
of the new college statement on sexuality.
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State of the Union: ‘Our destiny remains our choice’

Amy Alvine
Staff Writer

On Jan. 25 President Barack
Obama gave his third annual
State of the Union address to
both Houses of Congress and
the American people.
In this address he covered
four main issues: encouraging
American innovation, improving
education, rebuilding America,
and reducing the trillions of
dollars of debt that we have
incurred.
But this State of the Union
Address was not like the
others. In light of the shooting
in Tucson, Sen. Mark Udall,
D-Colo., proposed a few days
before the President’s speech
that colleagues in Congress
should sit side-by-side with a
member of the opposing party
during the address.
Obama began his speech
by endorsing the proposal:
“…Tucson reminded us that no
matter who we are or where we
come from, each of us is a part of
something greater – something
more consequential than party
or political preference…what
comes from this moment will
be determined not by whether
we can sit together tonight, but
whether we can work together
tomorrow.”
The president also said that
“the first step in winning the
future is encouraging American
innovation.” With our world and

society revolving closely around
technology and innovation, it
is crucial for the United States
to bring new ideas in order to
compete in the global economic
system.
Obama referred to the
Soviet’s Sputnik – although the
Russians beat us into space, after
much investment in research
and education, we were able to
put a man on the moon.
“This is our generation’s
Sputnik moment,” Obama said.
“Two years ago, I said that
we needed to reach a level of
research and development we
haven’t seen since the height
of the space race…we’re not
just handing out money. We’re
issuing a challenge. We’re
telling America’s scientists and
engineers that if they assemble
teams of the best minds in their
fields, and focus on the hardest
problems in clean energy, we’ll
fund the Apollo projects of our
time.”
For example, in July Obama
visited Holland for the groundbreaking of the new LG Chem
plant.
This plant is one of the few
advanced battery factories in the
nation that will build energyefficient batteries for electric
vehicles and is projected to
provide more than 450 jobs to
locals by 2013.
The second step in Obama’s
plan toward winning the future
is through education. The

president discussed how
more than $400
all schools should set high
billion over the
standards for their students
next
decade.”
These spending
and be a welcoming and
cuts will start
comfortable environment
with the freezing
where a student’s knowledge
of
federal
can blossom.
employe e
One of the programs
salaries
for
the Obama administration
the next two
has started is the “Race to
years, cuts in
the Top.” This program is a
community
competition.
action programs
“If you show us the most
and future cuts
innovative plans to improve
in
military
teacher quality and student
spending.
achievement,”
Obama
Although
explained, “we’ll show you
some say the
the money.”
p r e s i d e n t ’s
Obama continued his
proposals would
speech with his third point:
drastically help
“The third step in winning
our
nation,
the future is rebuilding
others question
America.” Investments in
their
actual
education, innovation and
feasibility.
infrastructure will help
Perhaps
make America a better place
r
e
cognizing
to conduct business and a
these
doubts,
place with more jobs.
Photo Courtesy of Associated Press
Obama
injected
To
help
leverage america endures — President Barak
shot
of
American companies in Obama delivers his State of the Union address on a
optimism
at
the global economy, the Capitol Hill in Washington, Jan. 25. Vice President
president said that “we Joe Biden and House Speaker John Boehner of the end of his
speech.
also have to knock down Ohio are seated behind.
“The idea of
barriers that stand in the
way of their success.” Getting rid winning the future is to make sure America endures,” he said. “Our
of such barriers, from excessive that our current debt is drastically destiny remains our choice…it is
taxes to existing loopholes, reduced in order to lighten the because of our people that our
will be able to help businesses burden on future generations. future is hopeful, our journey
excel and help strengthen He proposed “that starting this goes forward and the state of our
the American economy and year, we freeze annual domestic union is strong.”
competitiveness.
spending for the next five years.
Obama’s final step toward This would reduce the deficit by

the assault as retaliation for
the Southern navy firing into
its waters, had not attacked a
civilian area since the end of

the talks are likely to break
down if the North will not take
responsibility for last year’s
attacks.

South Korea proposes preliminary talks with North Korea
Cory Lakatos

Barack Obama urged the Koreas
in the direction of meaningful
dialogue.
The South Korean government
The Chinese “expressed
made a conciliatory
concern”
move in its extended
for the first
confrontation
with
time
about
North Korea on Jan.
North Korea’s
19 by proposing that
uraniumthe two nations meet
enrichment
for talks on Feb. 11.
facility
and
The meeting, now
appeared
set to be held on Feb.
willing to work
8 in Panmunjom, a
more closely
truce village in the
with the U.S.
Demilitarized Zone,
to
improve
will be a first step on
inter-Korean
the road to high-level
relations.
military discussions.
Pressure
The offer of the
from the U.S.
Southern government
and
China
followed their refusal
may
have
of several offers made
facilitated
by the North in the
the
North’s
past month.
agreement
The talks will be
to
talks,
held in the shadow of
especially
the heightened interconsidering
Photo Courtesy of Associated Press that deliveries
Korean tensions that
have developed in the Stop hostile policy!— South Korean protesters stage a rally against the South of food and
past year. The sinking Korean government’s policies on North Korea in front of the Defense Ministry in Seoul, fuel
from
of a South Korean South Korea. North Korea on Friday proposed holding parliamentary talks with South Ko- China
help
naval ship in March rea in Pyongyang’s latest diplomatic overture toward Seoul after months of animosity.
s u p p o r t
2010, allegedly by the
the
regime.
North Koreans, began
the Korean War
The South has also brought Washington still retains hope for
the escalation.
in 1953. South Korea countered up the denuclearization of the talks between the U.S., Russia,
The situation became worse by conducting military exercises North; Pyongyang has provided China, Japan and the Koreas
in November when North Korea near the border.
no response.
concerning an end to North
shelled Yeonpyeong Island, a
These recent events have
Meeting in Washington, D.C. Korea’s nuclear program.
part of South Korea, killing naturally come up in connection on the same day that the talks
Despite these hopes, Kim
two marines and two civilians. with the upcoming talks. South were announced, President Hu Sung-han, a professor of
The North, which explained Korean authorities say that Jintao of China and President international relations at Korea
Staff Writer

University, worries that the talks
may prove useless. “It remains to
be seen if North Korea is serious
about accepting the South
Korean conditions,” he told the
New York Times. “A discussion
of ‘viewpoints’ could just be a
fruitless game of words.”
Analysts have explained
North Korea’s intentions in
various ways. It is possible that
the talks would lead the U.S.
to increase pressure on South
Korea to lessen its demands.
The nation may also be
motivated by its need for aid
from its southern neighbor
or by hopes of improving its
international reputation.
Kim Tae-hyo, deputy national
security adviser to the South
Korean president, aims to prevent
North Korea from continuing its
attempts to wheedle aid from
the South. “The situation now is
totally different than in the past,”
he told the New York Times.
“We will withhold economic
assistance
until
concrete
progress is evident.”
Meanwhile, the North Korean
state-run Korean Central News
Agency claims that North Korea
is committed to “promoting
reconciliation and confidence
between the north and the
south and ensuring a peaceful
settlement of the country’s
reunification issue through
dialogue and cooperation.” It also
warns against the meddling of
self-interested foreign powers.
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Egyptians seek normalcy after unrest

of President Hosni Mubarak and that still wants change, while district.
CAIRO (AP) —
police abandoned their posts.
desperately yearning for the end
The Central Bank dispatched
Egyptians desperate for cash
Businesses closed and traffic to the unrest.
a total of 5 billion pounds
lined up at newly reopened was largely absent as residents
Many Egyptians have been ($854 million) to banks across
banks, and Cairo’s infamous holed up at home and faced a unable to access their bank the country, flying in the cash
traffic jams reappeared Sunday curfew that at one point started accounts and ATMs rapidly on military transport planes,
as the capital struggled to regain at 3 p.m., choking off a city once emptied of cash or were attacked to make sure there would be
a sense of normalcy after nearly renowned for never sleeping. by looters. Employers said they enough to go around.
two weeks of unrest.
The curfew start has since been couldn’t pay end-of-the-month
The
bank’s
governor,
But hulking
Farouk Okdah, said
battle tanks on
customers were allowed
the streets and
to withdraw up to
nervous citizen
50,000 pounds (about
watch groups
$8,500) per day. While
m a n n i n g
this may have allayed
barricades
immediate
concerns,
at
night
others remained about
were
vivid
the broader impact the
reminders
unrest would have on
that the crisis
the economy and Egypt’s
was far from
continued appeal for
over,
with
international investors.
thousands of
Okdah was quoted
protesters still
by the official Middle
demanding the
East News Agency as
ouster of the
saying that the unrest
president.
had cost the country’s
“It’s much
tourism sector $1.5
better
than
billion — $500 million
yesterday or
more than an earlier
the day before,
estimate by Egypt’s new
ordinar y
Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press vice president, Omar
people
are Protesters gather — A mother watches with her child as Egyptians cluster be- Suleiman.
back out walking low in Tahrir Square to protest the government. At top right the ruling National DemoThe Egyptian stock
around
and cratic party building burns, with the red Egyptian Museum just in front.
market will remain
look, we even
closed until at least
have a traffic jam,” said Ahmed relaxed to 7 p.m.
salaries and food prices soared.
Wednesday. Officials said the
Mohammed, 65, the owner
Most stores were open
The government reopened exchange would clarify on
of a men’s clothing store on Sunday for the first time in days, a limited number of banks for Monday what changes could take
Arab League Street, a major although some were boarded three hours on Sunday, sparking place, including a shorter session
commercial thoroughfare in the up with signs saying they were a desperate rush for cash and and a cap on any steep drops
upscale commercial district of “closed due to looting.” Across long lines at the financial after the 17 percent plunge that
prompted its closing on Jan. 26,
Mohandiseen.
the 12-lane divided road from institutions.
Cairo, a city of 18 million Mohammed’s store were the
“There’s a surreal feeling to all a day after the protests began.
Businessman Ayman Abdelpeople, slowed to a near burnt-out remains of a police of this — almost like time stood
standstill over a week ago after station and a duty free shop.
still and we were trapped in a Baqi said most people were still
widespread looting and street
“We want reform to continue nightmare,” Zakariya el-Fattah, a uneasy about the situation and
battles broke out in a near-total but with a return to normal 29-year-old marketing manager feared a return of the chaos that
breakdown of security amid mass life,” added Ahmed, echoing the waiting to withdraw money from left stores across the city gutted.
“It’s not normal yet, merchants
protests demanding the ouster sentiment of many across a city a bank in the upscale Zamalek

are afraid to stock up their stores
with goods. They’re keeping
them in the warehouse because
the looters might return. There
is no confidence yet that the
situation is stable,” he said from
his print shop on the busy street
leading to the pyramids, Cairo’s
most famous tourist attraction.
“The world is slowly returning
to normal and I have confidence
in the situation,” said Hatem
Mohammed, a storeowner in
the poorer neighborhood of
Manial where very little looting
occurred.
“But we will continue to man
the checkpoints at night since
the police have yet to return
completely,” he added, pulling a
menacing Taser out of his leather
jacket and brandishing it.
While originally sympathetic
to the demands of the protesters,
Mohammed and his neighbors
are growing impatient.
“They keep raising their
demands, which just aren’t
reasonable anymore,” said fellow
storeowner Wagdan Taher, who
said he thinks Egypt should let
Mubarak finish out his term and
make way for new elections in
September instead of insisting
on his immediate removal. “Why
do they want chaos?”
Abdel-Baqi, the printshop
owner, agrees that true normalcy
cannot return to the Egyptian
capital until the protesters leave
the square.
“Confidence will return when
the Tahrir Square empties and
the protesters demands are met,
but they don’t trust the system
and I don’t blame them. I don’t
trust it either. The government
promises things but then never
follows through,” he said.

P ERSPECTIVES

Should Americans care about Egypt? News in brief: Sudan

Aftan Snyder

Co-National Editor

Recent events in the Middle
East have shocked and awed
those watching.
Sadly though, outside the
Political Science department or
my International Studies classes,
students at Hope College don’t
seem to be watching.
In fact, many Americans are
having trouble connecting the
importance of events in the
Middle East to their daily lives.
So I decided to break it
down a little bit. Here are a few
reasons why you should care
about revolution in Egypt.

REASON 1:

The Suez Canal
Egypt controls the Suez
Canal, which connects the
Mediterranean Sea to the Red
Sea. Without it, ships must
go around the southern tip of
Africa. Thus, it holds incredible
economic
and
strategic
importance.
If an unfriendly government
came to power in Egypt, it could
restrict our ability to use the
canal for our own transports
(namely, oil).

REASON 2: Oil
America depends heavily on
the Middle East for oil. Although
Egypt does not have vast crude
oil reserves, it does control
the Suez Canal and a major oil
pipeline that together transport
about 2 million barrels of oil a
day to Europe and America.
Egyptian instability threatens
that transportation; an unfriendly
government in Egypt could shut
down the Canal. Instability in
Egypt could also spread to other
OPEC countries, which could
further the flow of oil.
Unrest has already affected
gas prices. Last Monday prices
rose from $89 per barrel to $93
in a single day. Some analysts
predict that if unrest continues
the price could go as high as
$100 a barrel.
REASON 3:

Security and Stability
Egypt is America’s closest Arab
ally and the first Arab country
to make peace with Israel. An
unfriendly government in Egypt
could dissolve that peace with
Israel, which would rob the U.S.
of an ally in the region.
The U.S. has relied on

Egypt’s
President
Hosni
Mubarak to support a stance
against terrorism and Iranian
belligerence. A new, unfriendly
government could threaten
American security interests
– some fear that we may lose an
ally to Islamic extremism.
U.S. credibility is also at
stake. America has been a longtime supporter of Mubarak, and
we give about $1.3 million in
aid each year to the Egyptian
military. Weathering a transition
while maintaining neutrality
and respecting the wishes of the
Egyptian people will not be an
easy task.
Egypt has been described
as the most populous and
influential Arab country (Herald
Times Reporter). As unrest
spreads to other nations (Jordan,
Algeria, Yemen, Syria), Egypt
has the chance to be a model
for democracy and transition.
However, it also has the chance
to become an example of a failed
state that cannot control its
populace – a scary thought in a
region already so turbulent.
So should Americans care?
You decide.

Photo Courtesy of the Associated Press

Celebration — Southern Sudanese celebrate their new
independence in the new southern capital of Juba, Feb. 7.
JUBA, Sudan (AP) —
Southern Sudan’s referendum
commission said Sunday that
more than 99 percent of voters
in the south opted to secede
from the country’s north in a
vote held earlier this month.
The announcement drew
cheers from a crowd of thousands
that gathered in Juba, the dusty
capital of what may become the
world’s newest country.
The head of the commission’s
southern bureau, Justice Chan
Reec Madut, said Sunday that

voter turnout in the 10 states in
the south was also 99 percent. He
said only some 16,000 voters in
the south chose to remain united
with northern Sudan, while 3.7
million chose to separate.
In northern Sudan, 58 percent
of voters chose secession, said
Mohamed
Ibrahim
Khalil,
chairman of the referendum
commission. He said some
60 percent of eligible voters
participated.
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VWS hosts poets Elizabeth Bradfield and Sean Hill
Katie Schewe
Co-Arts Editor

The Visiting Writers Series
kicks off the new semester with
the poets Elizabeth Bradfield
and Sean Hill. Both poets will
perform on Thursday, Feb. 10 at
7 p.m. at the Knickerbocker.
Bradfield is the author of “Approaching Ice,” and “Interpretive
Work.” Her later work won the
Audre Lorde Award. Her work
has appeared in The Atlantic
Monthly, Orion, Poetry and
many others.
Bradfield completed her undergraduate education at the
University of Washington before
going on to complete an MFA in
poetry at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. Bradfield now

lives on Cape Cod where she is a
web designer and naturalist.
In 2005, Bradfield founded
Broadsided. This collaboration
project brings writing and art to
the streets. Every month, Broadsided posts their literary collaboration online in pdf form, which
can then be printed off and hung
in your local coffee shop, library,
etc.
Broadsided has “vectors” who
are responsible for the distribution of the literary piece each
month. This allows individuals
who may otherwise not be exposed to such art and writing, a
chance to experience it.
Hill was born and raised in
Milledgeville, Ga. Hill attended
the University of Houston where
he received his MFA. Hill has

Critic’s Corner

Classic albums revisited: The Pixies’ ‘Doolittle’
Joel Hofman
Staff Writer

In the past year or so, a lot
of ’90s alternative bands have
reunited for comeback tours
and re-releases of classic albums
from an era long gone.
Whether it is the glorious
and long-awaited Pavement
reunion tour or the unnecessary
release of another indulgent
Soundgarden album, the ’90s
is starting to creep its way
back into a culture that seems
to be craving less mechanized
(Black Eyed Peas, Bruno Mars)
and more raw takes on the pop
songbook.
Last year, alternative junkies
got their ultimate wish when the
band that inspired Kurt Cobain
and countless others decided to
reunite (purely for the money)
for a tour of their 1988 gem
“Doolittle.” While the band may
hate each other at the moment,
their resurfacing has once again
reminded the public how the
Pixies had a special talent for
creating abrasively psychotic, yet
irresistibly catchy pop music.
As with nearly all Pixies songs,
Kim Deal’s steady bass opens
the album starter “Debaser”
quietly before the rest of the
band crashes in, signaling the
loud-soft dynamics that are so
prevalent throughout the LP.
As a group, the Pixies were
the inventors of the loudsoft dynamic that became
so incredibly popular with
the release of Nirvana’s 1991
masterpiece
“Nevermind”
(Think “In Bloom” and “Smells
Like Teen Spirit”).
On “Doolittle,” the dynamics
take the listener on a rollercoaster ride of soundscapes and
emotions that become familiar,
yet increasingly stirring as the
album continues to progress.
The most notable instance of
this dynamic comes on “Monkey
Gone to Heaven,” where lead
singer Black Francis whispers
verses in which an “underwater

guy” got “killed by ten million
pounds of sludge from New
York and New Jersey.” As the
nearly incomprehensible story
progresses,
Francis
begins
counting while whispering
snidely “If man is 5, then the
devil is 6,” only to conclude the
count by manically screaming
“then God is 7, then God is 7!”
Though Francis himself
admits he was adlibbing lyrics
during the recording of this song,
the loud-soft dynamic turns this
oddball tale into a strangely
affecting piece of surrealistic
art.
Every song on this album is
a standout outside of the overly
woozy “Silver.” Whether it be
the sing-along power of “Here
Comes Your Man,” the twisted
retelling of the David and
Bathsheba story in “Dead,” or
riding a car through the sea on
“Wave of Mutilation,” the Pixies’
“Doolittle” forces the listener
use his or her imagination in
ways that make the replay value
of this record extremely high.
Not to mention the fact that
the band plays with an intense
precision that they would fail to
duplicate on any of their records
following “Doolittle.” Guitarist
Joey Santiago delivers guitar
work that is melodic and dirty at
the same time, giving the listener
chills every time he decides to
chime in for a discordant 20second solo, while Kim Deal’s
’50s-influenced harmonies and
deep bass keep the band in
check.
Despite the fact that the
Pixies’ current tour of “Doolittle”
is sadly only for their personal
benefit, their work in the late ’80s
laid the groundwork for every
popular trend in ’90s alternative
music.
If you are a listener who
enjoys the feel of a threeminute pop song with vividly
bizarre imagery and memorable
choruses, then ‘Doolittle’ is an
album you must add to your
musical inventory.

received fellowships and grants
from Cave Canem, the Bush
Foundation, The MacDowell
Colony, the University of Wisconsin, Bread Loaf Writers’
Conference, the Jerome Foundation and Stanford University
where he was a Wallace Stegner
Fellow in Poetry.
Hill’s first book, “Blood Ties
and Brown Liquor,” was published in 2008. His work has
appeared in the Crab Orchard
Review, The Oxford American,
Callaloo, Tin House, Ploughshares and other literary journals.
His works has also appeared
in anthologies including “Blues
Poems,” “Gathering Ground,”
“The Ringing Ear” and “Black
Nature: Four Centuries of Afri-

can American Nature Poetry.”
Hill now lives in Bemidji, Mn. He
is an editor at Broadsided press,
where he works with Bradfield.
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This Week In Art
Wednesday
Feb. 9
Jazz Ensembles Concert
Dimnent Chapel 7:30 p.m.
Admission is FREE

Thursday
Feb. 10
Faculty Recital: Pianist
Andrew Le
Dimnent Chapel 7:30 p.m.

Friday
Feb. 18
Thomas Allen: ‘Paper Cuts’
New show open in DePree Art Gallery

Friday-Saturday
Feb. 18-19
‘Under Milk Wood’
Theater’s first performance of 2011
in the Dewitt Theater at 8 p.m. Also
showing March 2-5.

Monday
Artist-In-Residence

Feb. 21

Fred Hersch, jazz piano, with Tom
Knifie, bass, and Keith Hall, drums,
Wichers Auditorium in Nykerk Hall,
7:30 p.m. Admission is FREE

The Soil and the Sun ideal opener
for My Brightest Diamond at Knick
Elena Rivera

into a peaceful
and sometimes
sleepy state.
The band was
Armed with a ukulele, a drumfull
of people
mer and a bassist, My Brightest
with
impressiveDiamond (a.k.a Shara Worden)
gave an ethereal, slightly creepy, ly large musical
completely surreal performance repertoires: the
at the Knickerbocker last Thurs- lead singer played
day. The show as a whole was both guitar and
a tight two hours, a time filled drums, and one
woman played
with music in its highest form.
accordion,
The concert’s opening band, the
the
piano,
and
The Soil and The Sun, is an
also
sang
backup
earthy band from Grand Rapids
that specializes in the anthemic vocals. Overall,
indie music that is popular now- The Soil and The
adays. The Soil and The Sun is a Sun was a com10-piece band, complete with a fortable, homey
cellist, violinist, three drummers band that set the
stage perfectly for My Brightand a lot of chimes.
est
Diamond, an indie darling
The band’s joy was infectious:
among
Hope College students.
it did not matter that the majorIndie
music is littered with
ity of the audience had never
kooky
performers
with even
heard of The Soil and The Sun
kookier
fashion
sense.
My
or their music because the musiBrightest
Diamond
is
no
excepcians were lost in the beauty of
their own sound and captured tion to that rule.
In the course of an hour, Worthe hearts of the audience in the
den
told a musical bedtime stoprocess. Some of The Soil and
ry,
danced
around the stage like
The Sun’s songs became almost
a
whirling
dervish,
hit notes that
trance-like, lulling the audience
only Mariah Carey
could rival and
gave the most entertaining concert
the Knickerbocker
has seen since her
last appearance in
2009.
She opened her
set with a ukulele
song, a quiet and
lovely understated
tune. Her operatrained voice was
the main attractor:
even when songs
went in strange
endearlingly zany— My Brightest directions, or the
lyrics verged on
Diamond frontwoman Shara Worden danced
nonsensical, her
and entertained last Thursday at the Knicklilting,
melodic
erbocker.
voice grounded
Guest Writer

the songs and made them accessible.
Highlights from the concert
include two covers, Prince’s
“How Come U Don’t Call Me
Anymore,” which filled the room
to the brim with a smooth jazz
feel, and “Feeling Good,” most
famously covered by Michael
Bublé. Although My Brightest
Diamond only had a guitar, a
bass and drums, the power of
the sound emanating from their
instruments could have come
from a band four times their
size.

They ended the set with “Inside A
Boy,” a piece with an irresistible bass
groove–one of the catchiest songs
played all night. The band ended the
night like it began: a simple ukulele
sing-along with the audience.

Although My Brightest Diamond may not be a popular
or completely accessible band
for those who prefer the musical styles of Miley Cyrus, there
is no doubt that My Brightest
Diamond was innovative and
enthralling, whether for good or
bad reasons. Here’s hoping that
the next time Worden comes to
campus she remains as sprightly
and intriguing as ever.
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Photo by John Rebhan
One of the hundreds of Snowpocalypse victims.

It was one of those days. Something was in
the air. Perhaps it was the occasional flutter of
snowflakes gliding through the air. Maybe it
was something else? For most students it was
going to be one of the best days of their lives at
Hope College. Why, you might ask? Let’s set
the scene.
Imagine yourself last Tuesday night. You
were hearing rumors of a blizzard, but those rumors seemed irrational considering the history
of Hope College and the few snow days ever
awarded. Perhaps you were outside, walking
and pondering how covered the streets would
be the next day. Or, you could have been playing an intramural game and not really caring
how the weather was outside.
The wind started, and so it began: the blizzard
of 2011, or, as some called it, the “Snowpocalypse.” After a few hours, the snow blanketed
Hope College, and our hopes of having a snow
day were looking very good.
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SNOW DAY!!!

Brett Kopinski (‘11) jumps into a giant pile of snow. He survived.

Then we received it around 10:30 p.m.: “Hope College to be Closed Wednesday.” Students
ran through the streets, letting their excitement burst forth. OK, maybe not, but everyone on
and off campus was united in joy. So how did everyone respond to the shutdown of Hope?
The last time campus got a day off was during the noro-virus outbreak, which definitely
doesn’t bring back fond memories.
Most students woke up to the shock of not being able to move their cars. We took a (very)
small poll, and it took on average two hours for off-campus students to remove the snow
from their driveways via shovel. A couple unlucky students left their cars out in the street
all night, figuring it would be the same amount of work removing the snow at 11 p.m. as it
would be at 9 a.m. Well, the plows came and covered all those cars, dashing those thoughts.
Snow up to the door handles was definitely worse than a few inches up the wheels.
So, while many resilient students dug themselves out, others prepared a warm breakfast,
turned on the TV, or sat around with good friends. Students in the education program definitely got the best deal out of the snow-fest: most schools in the Holland area were closed
Wednesday through Friday, so there was no need for student teachers! It was a whole day
full of fun and excitement: no classes, no tests and no school. Just a bunch of people spending the day however they wanted.
Thank you, “Snowpocalypse,” “Snowmageddon,” or “Snotorious B.I.G.” We loved you.

Andrew Fleck (11), Paul Rice (11), and David Caplan (11), celebrating a sledding triumph.

By John Rebhan and Alyssa Barigian. Photos by Andrew Gehl
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Paradoxical perspectives

Beautiful Feet

On arrogance

Running

Co-Editor-in-Chief

Columnist

Bryant Russ

James Nichols

I don’t like to tell people that I’m
a co-editor-in-chief of the Anchor.
I don’t want the attention. I’d much
rather tell somebody that I’m just
on staff. The same goes for many
other things. In class discussions,
for instance, I’d much rather listen
to what others think than sit there
flapping my lips.
I had a professor ask my class
last week to think of one quality that everybody should possess.
Hands went up in the air as people
started calling out answers. Some
of the most common were honesty,
faith and compassion.
Everybody gave sufficient answers; I agreed with every answer
that was put on the board. My only
problem was that nobody else in
the class said humility.
I never quote scripture. It’s never
been my thing. Recently, however,
I found a proverb that essentially
sums up my outlook on life: “When
pride comes, then comes disgrace,
but with humility comes wisdom.”
Proverbs 11:2.
It’s been my experience at Hope
that there is a hefty majority of
people who think quite highly of
themselves. There’s nothing inherently wrong with this. Our society
rewards success, so striving for that
is ideal. It irks me, however, when
people can’t seem to (and probably
don’t want to) contain their pride.
Maybe it’s because my parents
constantly embarrassed me as a
child, but I’ve never had a problem with humility. If I’m wrong, I
admit it. If somebody is better than

me, I admit it. If people will label
me “different” for what I’m doing, it
doesn’t stop me.
A lot of people seem to lack
these qualities.
There are many people that
might know what humbleness is
but don’t know how to channel it.
The quickest way somebody can
lose my respect is arrogance. Everybody has talents, it’s what they
do with them that matters.
Take the NFL, for example. Superstars are cherished for their
flamboyance but easily forgotten
when they fall from the limelight.
But humble team-players are beloved by fans. Even if they have a
bad year, everybody has their back
because people value their humility.
A lot of the people at Hope have
lived in a structured environment
for too long. They are set up to win,
told they will succeed at everything, and believe they are better
than others.
I don’t think it has anything to
do with money though. Granted,
we have our fair share of “rich,
snobby kids” but at the same time
there are plenty of not-rich snobby
kids.
Rather, I think the issue is values. People value success too much.
People value winning too much.
Instead, people need to value each
other. People need to put others in
front of themselves. We must learn
to take a back seat.

From the inside out
On apathy

Maggie Almdale
Voices Editor

I’ve been avoiding the word “apathetic”
for quite some time now. I’ve been afraid
to put that label on Hope College, afraid
it would brand us as a place that didn’t
care about other people but only about
ourselves.
The social issues of inequality revolving around race, gender/sexual identity
and any other issue that any specific person at Hope may be grappling with are obviously present and alive at this college.
But what about the people issue?
We’re all imperfect, we all have lives, we
all have problems: it’s one thing to say it,
but another to realize it and to do something about it. To grant to the billion-odd
people around us the same mercy and
forgiveness that we want for ourselves.

My sister-in-law asked if I would run
a half-marathon with her. “Sure,” I said,
“what’s a half-marathon?”
“A 13.1 mile race,” she said.
“…Wait a minute, what?”
You see, Sarah is an athlete. She ran track
in college and continues to run everyday…for
fun. The last time I had to run was the mile
in gym class. She likes exercise and healthy
competition. I like jellybeans and cheetos.
When Sarah added the detail that the race
was two weeks away, I had to decline. Sorry,
sis, not a chance.
Then my dear brother chimed in: “There’s
no way Bry could do it. Especially not in two
weeks!” I looked at the smirk on my brother’s
face then back at Sarah and said, “I’m in.”
Three days into “training” I wished I had
kept my mouth shut. The muscles in my thighs
and calves were rioting against the rest of my
body, and I had a blister on my foot the size of
an egg. I was on the brink of giving up.
I expressed my discouragement to my
friends; they asked if it would help if I had
some running buddies. From that day on,
whenever I would go running there was a
friend by my side (sometimes running along,
sometimes on a bicycle). This made all the
difference in the world.
When I wanted to quit or felt like passing
out in the grass, I would look at the person
next to me and know they were experiencing
the same thing—but continued running anyway. Because of their effort and dedication, I
was able to run the race in a time that I was
proud of. (And even beat my sister-in-law by
a second or two. Smile.)
The author of Hebrews uses this same
analogy in chapters 11 and 12. Remember
Noah, who built an ark without any proof that
it was going to rain except God’s promise?
Remember Abraham, who by faith picked
up everything he owned and went to a land

For five months now, I’ve been asking
Hope College to “share their voice.” To
write letters. Or just to write something.
And then the world blew up on me and
that same week I had more letters for the
Voices section than I could even fit in. I
got what I wished for. Now people are talking. And part of me is distressed that it
took a physical, pointed event such as the
KKK flier being posted to get people talking. Part of me thinks, it’s too bad no one
spoke up earlier.
But people had been speaking up.
And as I witnessed one evening while sitting with a group of fellow Hope seniors,
people had been talking. People already
cared.
I looked around the circle, looked at
the eyes of people as they watched other people. I saw them lean back in their
chairs or settle down into themselves and
start to scrawl sentences in their heads,
plan out the “I think that…” statements.
When I write words, I can vocalize

where God was calling him? How about
Isaac, or Jacob, or Moses, or Samuel or David? These people and so many others ran
the race before us and encourage current
runners to persevere.
In addition to those who have already
finished the race, I have been inspired in so
many ways by learning of those who are running alongside us right now. In many countries around the world, Christians are harassed, imprisoned and often killed because
of their witness. An average of 171,000 disciples of Christ are martyred every year—and
the number is only getting bigger (GordonConwell Theological Seminary).
Richard Wurmbrand, imprisoned for 14
years for his commitment to Jesus, said this:
“In solitary confinement, we could not pray
as before. We were unimaginably hungry;
we had been drugged until we acted like
idiots. We were as weak as skeletons. The
Lord’s Prayer was much too long for us—we
could not concentrate long enough to say
it. My only prayer repeated again and again
was, ‘Jesus, I love You.’”
Men and women like Wurmbrand keep
me running when I’m tired of persevering,
when I’m struggling with questions of faith
and when I think I’m all alone. Hebrews
12:1-2 says “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run
with perseverance the race marked out for
us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”
To learn more about those running the
race with us, go to persecution.com.

statements without being too public. I’m
a “creative writing” major—I practice at
word-ifying things. Image translates to
words translates to ink on a paper and
then into print, where other people pick
up traces of thoughts, and then brains interpret them. Sometimes it’s a vicious cycle:
Because words are often misinterpreted.
Because we all have a different history
or her-story. You. And me. That girl you ignore. That girl you think is absolutely beautiful. That guy you passed by LJ’s. President
Bultman. The Campus Ministries staff. The
student who posted the flier.
Even if we all share a same, solid core—
a goodness some of us call Jesus Christ,
some of us call humanity, or Buddha, or
Allah, or maybe just hope, (or you fill it in,
it’s your center)—even if we have a common goodness, we all have different eyes.
We see things and read things differently.
And that means that we must corporately
give each other mercy and grace (and disregard the Christian “labels” popping into

your head!) because we are all wanting to
be understood. Understood in a deep,
gut-level way.
And understanding precedes tolerance—not necessarily acceptance. But
as we understand, we can begin to love.
Not romantic love (though understanding people helps there, too), but the type
of love that respects other humans and
honors what they offer in terms of their
abilities, their minds and their hearts.
That’s regardless of the sometimes-mistakes, the once-I-messed-up-and-it-utterly-sucked times that each of us has.
Those mistakes don’t define us—or at
least, they shouldn’t.
I trust that you care about people. I
know you do. And I don’t think you’re
apathetic. Maybe, like I am sometimes,
you’re just afraid to speak up when others
are quiet, because you fear being misunderstood.
You want to be understood.
It’s mutual.
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Letters to the Editors
‘Bro Code’
A word on the bro code, if I may.
When I was but a wee lad, my father sat
me down and explained the bro code to
me (actually, before its popularization as
such, the “bro code” was referred to as Ye
Olde Conduct of Goodly Gentlemen). He
told me the proper way to call shotgun,
shared the proper technique of navigating
a bro-hug, and demonstrated the proper,
manly way to gloat over one’s fallen opponent in a game of football.
I took those lessons as a young boy,
and though I’ve had my fair share of
failings, I’ve tried to hold fast to the
doctrines of bro-ligion I was taught. As
I’m sure many of you readers out there
would agree, the written bro-code,
found in its many variations across the
mystical catacombs of the Internet, is
without a doubt the best thing to happen to the male species since the female
species. But since so much of the brocode revolves around the female species, I feel compelled to suggest a few
additions to its doctrines on that matter.
Here’s the problem: guys are human.
This means that it is easy to look at the
bro-code rules that entitle us to the last
slice of pizza, or an exemption from
bathing, and ignore the ones that say we
ought to wait outside in a blizzard if one
of our girl friends needs to be walked
home. Now, before I go any further, let
me clarify: I don’t think that chivalry applies just to dudes. Anyone who finds
themselves in a position to help someone else, whether it is by accident, by
choice, by friendship or by a position of
power that they have been given, should.
Self-sacrifice is not reserved to six-foot
one white males with a horse and a suit
of armor. We are all given unique abilities that we have wasted unless we use
them for others.
Guys forget that they have a responsibility to keep women safe, even to the

‘Official Hypocrisy’

I congratulate you on taking this step
through The Anchor and fully support
what you and the college are doing to
respond to the recent act of racial discrimination on our campus.
I would add, however, that I am
also ashamed of the college’s concurrent official hypocrisy. Making bold
and thoroughly appropriate moves and
statements against racial discrimination
while supporting sexual-orientation
discrimination, backed by the Board of
Trustees’ most recent policy statement,
is akin to the young United States, exemplified by its founding fathers, championing freedom for all while owning
African-American slaves and decimating Native-American populations. We
must recall that that, too, was supported
in part by various appeals to scripture.
I cannot believe that such a stance
truly represents the heart of most people of Hope College, and most certainly
not that of their Lord.
David James,
English and Academic Support

extent that they might “block” a fellow
bro. Remember, the bro-code was written so that all us guys can make good,
clear decisions that reflect on everyone
else. So why does it seem like a crime
when your bro breaks you x-box controller and doesn’t get you a new one,
but not when he goes too far with a
girl?
I’ve researched Marcus Flavius Bromanticus, Roman historian and originator of the bro-code, to see what he
had to say on the subject. I found a few
often-omitted doctrines that I would
encourage all the males of Hope College
to get tattooed right beneath the “I shall
not hit on my bro’s little sister” clause.
Article XXIV.
I. A bro shall not, under any circumstances, allow his fellow bro to do anything to a girl without her consent.
II. A bro shall prevent any female in
his vicinity from becoming the victim of
any other bro’s inappropriate or aggressive behavior.
III. A bro shall put the desires of his
female companion before his own, so
long as she does not desire him to violate any article of the bro-code, watch
”The Notebook,” or go shopping.
IV. A bro shall not adorn his chariot
with any bumper stickers praising the
merits of Celine Dion’s song from the
film “Titanic.”
OK, that last one is a bit outdated,
but you get the point.
So as the hum of Superbowl chatter
again fills the air and bros of all nations
gather together, I encourage you who
read this to remember to spread the necessity of giving all bros a good, chivalrous name.
And, for those of you who seem to
always get this wrong, the bro hug goes:
One arm over, one arm under. Manly
thump on the back. Break away.
Get it right.
		
John Telfer (’12)

‘The words hurt’

Put down because of a race?
You thought it was a joke, but that’s not
the case
I thought it slowed down, but picked up
is the pace
It’s such a disgrace,
How they think they can put people in
place
When they don’t see the hurt on their
face
They think they may be cool, but they
don’t have it
They wanna roll out slurs quicker than
feet on a rabbit
I don’t care if it’s an “at home” habit
The words straight hurt
Makin’ people feel like dirt
when really we are alike
Nobody wants to hear the insults,
right?
So sit down and put down your mic
Just think and pause
Let’s all stand up and fight for this
cause
		

Michael Harper (’11)
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‘So far outside their comfort zones’
Like many others on campus, I’ve had
quite a few conversations this week—this
year—about racial and sexual harassment
on campus. There is much to say, obviously, but I want to address one of the
most frequently-asked questions about
the Klan recruiting poster designed to
look like a fraternity rush event.
Everyone who has seen the poster
agrees that it is in extremely poor taste, and
virtually everyone agrees that it is racist.
Quite a few students, however, especially
white students, have not understood why
the poster is perceived by so many African
Americans as threatening. Should you be
offended? Of course. Should you be hurt?
Absolutely. But should you feel unsafe?
On that score, not everyone is clear.
Many students, especially black students, did feel threatened by the poster. It
was, on the surface at least, a recruiting
poster for the Klan. But nobody believes
that the Klan was really hosting events at
Hope, aiming to involve students in their
activities. So why feel threatened?
Consider, first, the various contexts
within which the poster appeared.
There is the campus context, the fact
that Hope is overwhelmingly white: fewer
than 3% of our students are black. Every
single person in a senior-level position—
where the big decisions are made—is
white and male. That is highly unusual in
contemporary American higher education. There is the additional fact that most
of our students come from Michigan—
and Michigan is, by all accounts, one of
the most racially segregated states in the
country. (That’s still true, by the way, even
when you account for average racial differences in economic status.) That means
that many of our students, especially our
white students, come to Hope with little
or no experience with cultural difference,
little or no opportunity to understand
their own cultural perspective or to develop cross-cultural communication skills.
I love our students; they’re great people.
But we don’t know what we don’t know,
and the result can be difficult for anyone
who doesn’t fit the cultural mainstream of
the institution.
A few years ago, I asked a white student
from Hudsonville, Michigan, a first-year
student just a few weeks into the fall term,
how her transition to college was coming
along. “Transition?” she said. “There’s no
transition. Being a freshman at Hope is
exactly like being in the 13th grade at Hudsonville High School.” The same cultural
forces that made her transition to Hope so
easy are the ones that make others’ transitions so difficult. You often hear the cliché that we need to get out of our comfort
zones. Hope College is one huge comfort
zone (a.k.a., “the bubble”) for our straight,
white, middle-class, Midwestern students.
But most students of color at Hope are so
far outside their comfort zones they can
barely see them on the horizon. Most
white students can’t imagine what it’s like
to wake up in the mornings and have to
force yourself out into the broader campus. But that’s part of our context.
We’re also in a community context, the
context of Holland. It is more ethnically
diverse than Hope, but virtually all economic, social and political resources are
in the hands of white people. We white
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people tend to assume our benevolence
and good will. Others don’t. I work with
the Phelps Scholars Program, and about
half of our students are Americans of color. Last fall, the father of one of our Latino
Phelps Scholars, a gentleman who lives in
the area, asked me quite a few questions
about what we do and why we do it. After
some time, he stopped and said, “Thanks.
This is helpful. I was worried that your
program was a way for the college to round
up all the minority students and put them
in one place so they could keep an eye on
them. This is Holland, after all.”
There is an historical context, too—and
it’s not the same for all of us. I grew up in
Nashville, Tennessee, only 75 miles from
the site where the Klan was founded. Yet
everything I know about the Klan I learned
in history books, or I read in newspapers
covering events that took place far away.
I deplore the Klan, obviously, and everything it stands for. But it isn’t as personal
for me as it is for others. I despise them,
but I don’t fear them in the way I would if
I were their target. Many of our African
American students grew up listening to
stories about the Klan, hearing warnings
about Klan activity, knowing that there
are people who hate them so much they
would kill them if they could.
An African American friend of mine
called me when he heard about the poster.
“I know that many of our students have
grown up with family stories about the
Klan,” I said. He responded, “It’s more
than that. Every time I walk into a room,
I do a scan to make sure I’m safe. I don’t
mean my physical safety. I mean the consistency between what people say and
what people do. Can I trust them? I need
to know. Plus, the Klan isn’t history for
me—it’s a present reality, a real threat. I
have looked down the barrel of a gun in
the hands of a Klansman. I am convinced
he did not want to pull the trigger. He
wanted to suppress me and impose fear in
me.” He also quoted the late Rev. Howard
Thurman, who noted that the implication of threat is more powerful, and more
important, than actual violence in maintaining the subjugation of marginalized
people.
Should you be offended? Of course.
Should you be hurt? Absolutely. But
should you feel unsafe? On that score,
maybe it’s clearer now than it was before.
We’ll never be able to eliminate individual events of racial or sexual harassment. But we can improve the context,
on campus at least, in which they occur.
Recruiting a diverse faculty, staff, and student body is the fundamental first step.
Hiring women and people of color for top
positions is essential. We can all make a
personal commitment to becoming more
culturally competent. And those of us
who are non-racist—content simply not
to add to the current level of racism on the
campus and in the community—can decide to become anti-racist—to do our part
to combat racism, to reduce its impact on
all of us at Hope. I re-commit myself to
that effort, and I hope you do, too.
Charles W. Green,
Professor of Psychology,
Director, Phelps Scholars Program
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Trustees revamp sexuality policy Letters to the Editors
Chris Russ

Campus News Co-Editor

At its Jan. 27-28 meeting, the
Hope College Board of Trustees
made the decision to replace the
college’s 1995 institutional statement on homosexuality, with a
the new Hope College Position
Statement on Human Sexuality.
Dr. Mark Husbands, professor of theology at Hope, explained his interpretation of the
school’s intentions in updating
the policy.
“There was a desire to have
a position that was more encompassing. I gather that the
board and the president wanted
the statement that addressed a
broader issue of human sexuality. Not to single out homosexual behavior or practice, but how
does scripture and the church
inform human sexuality.”
The 1995 policy dealt exclusively with the school’s position
on homosexuality. It made clear
that the college does not support
the practice of homosexuality.
“The College does not condone the commission of homo-

sexual acts. Neither does it condone organizations or activities
that aim to vindicate the moral
acceptability of homosexual acts,
or that suggest by their manner
of presenting themselves that
they have that aim in view.
“Specifically, the College will
not provide recognition or financial or logistical support for
organizations or groups whose
purposes include the advocacy
or moral legitimation of homosexual behavior.”
The 2011 posititon statement
on human sexuality withdraws
this exclusive focus on homosexuality but still addresses the
subject in its discussion of marriage.
“Sexuality, including longing
and expression, is a good gift
from God and a fact of our existence affirmed in the Christian
scriptures and by the Church
throughout the centuries. This
biblical witness calls us to a life
of chastity among the unmarried and the sanctity of marriage
between a man and a woman.”
The reaction to the new statement has been mixed, but ac-

cording to Husbands, it is not
yet possible to determine how
the policy is being accepted by
the Hope student body.
“I don’t have a sense, nor do
I think anyone does, of how the
majority of students are reacting
to the statement.”
Dr. Donald Luidens of the department of sociology and social
work explained his displeasure
with the new policy.
“I don’t think it’s changed the
policy at all. The intolerance is
still there. It’s still, ‘we know the
truth, and we’re going to impose
it on you.’ I think the policy was
ill conceived, and this change
made it worse.”
When asked if he felt that the
policy promoted intolerance,
Husbands quoted the concluding sentence of the new statement:
“Hope College affirms the
dignity of every person as a creature made in the image of God
and thus worthy of our earnest
respect, our insistent protection,
and our self-sacrificing love.”

member at Hope.
“People on this campus
changed my life. You can’t come
here [Hope] without your faith
being challenged. Like my dad
said, iron sharpens iron. It’s
completely energizing,” he said.
Perhaps most important to
many Hope students and alumni
in the audience, Van Wieren,

purposefully or not, showed
how much Hope College has
impacted his life and how much
of a part of Hope College he is.
His mother, wife, high school
athletic coaches and friends are
all Hope graduates.
He worked at Hope for over
30 years. Most stunningly, he
bleeds orange and blue.

Former coach shares words of encouragement
w LECTURE, from page 1
Of family, Van Wieren spoke
about his parents, wife and
daughters, as well as the many
friends that have challenged him
in his faith and always “shown
up” when he needed them, particularly those friends he had
made as a student and faculty

‘Show grace to one another’

I am glad The Anchor is devoting an issue to the subject of discrimination. I think we need more discrimination on Hope’s campus. The Oxford English Dictionary includes two different definitions of the word. The first concerns treating a person favorably or
unfavorably based on their group. We need NONE of that - surely
all are agreed. Over my 20 years at Hope, I have seen the college
become home to an increasingly diverse group of students. It makes
my heart sing! It is my fervent hope that EACH Hope student know
deep in their bones that they are an integral part of Hope and that
Hope is an integral part of them.
However, the second definition of “discrimination” is “the power
of making fine distinctions; to distinguish accurately.” Events of the
last week indicate to me that we may need more of this.
Both The Anchor’s invitation for letters and the president’s memo
referred to “a racist flyer.” Was it? The OED defines racist/racism as
“belief in inherent differences among races; superiority of one’s own
race; hatred or intolerance of other races.” Is this what the flyer was
meant to convey? Let’s discriminate - let’s distinguish accurately.
Being in the midst of Greek rush, there are posters all over campus
inviting students to come to events. Someone who wanted to poke
fun at such events and maybe even prod some thinking about Greek
life might well be tempted to do it through humor. And a common
mode of humor is to exaggerate a situation to make a point. Is this
what the student had in mind? It’s worth finding out.
But even if the intentions or person were not racist, was the flyer
ITSELF racist? Obviously a flyer doesn’t have beliefs of its own - it
just conveys the beliefs of the creator. But what if, contrary to the
intention of the creator, the flyer conveys racism to an observer, does
that then make the flyer racist? If so, then whether it was racist or
not would depend entirely on the observer. What then is needed?
A majority view? Just one person? Just one person in authority?
Thoughtful people disagree.
While these questions do not prove the flyer was not racist, do
they not at least raise doubt - raise some uncertainty?
And if there is uncertainty, was it wise for the president and The
Anchor to make the charge? If not, do well-intentioned, seasoned
presidents and cautious editors of campus newspapers sometimes
make mistakes - even in the midst of noble pursuits and even after
thinking carefully about their words? Of course. And can a playful
Hope College student thoughtlessly and unintentionally put up an
offensive flyer by not thinking of how those with different life experiences and personalities will view it? Of course. Such a student is in
need of a quality Hope College education for a life of ``leadership
and service in a global society.” And Hope College is in need of such
students - students who take risks, students who - even unintentionally - get worthy conversations going, students who remind us that
we all have much to learn and students who give us the opportunity
to show grace to one another.
Tim Pennings
Dept. of Mathematics
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Hockey clinches conference championship
Charlotte Park
After back-to-back wins
against Davenport over the
weekend, the Flying Dutchmen
have captured the title of Michigan Collegiate Hockey Conference Champions. With a regular
season record of 12-1-1-0 and
25 points, the championship
is Hope’s second in a row and
fourth in school history.
Trailing behind Hope in
second place with 18 points is
Davenport followed by Saginaw
Valley (17), Oakland (15), Grand
Valley (15), Calvin (12), and
Northwood (5).
Locking up the number one
ranking in the North, the Dutchmen receive a first round bye in
the MCHC playoffs, as well as
an automatic bid to the national
tournament.
“With the MCHC playoff and
with nationals, our goal is to win,
period,” alternate captain Chris
Kunnen (’12) said. “Second place
is not an option as we’ve been
working too hard all season for it
not to be our main focus. As we
always say, one game at a time
will lead us to success.”
With their season beginning
in mid October, the Dutchmen
have fought four months of
tough battles, losing only one
conference game to Saginaw Valley. Coach Chris Van Timmeren
believes the team’s balance and
depth to be their biggest assets
this season.
“We have great goaltending
and depth at both forward and
defense, but most of all we are a
true team,” Van Timmeren said.

Co-Editor-in-Chief

Jacob Bajema
Guest Writer

Packers or Steelers? The hottest question on every sport’s
fan’s mind going into Sunday.
Prior to the game, chatter
focused on the prestige of the
two franchises. Pittsburgh and
Green Bay, with a combined 18
NFL championships (six Super
Bowls for the Steelers, nine NFL
championships and three Super
Bowls for the Packers), seemed
like the perfect match-up.
Neither team has cheerleaders. Both run the 3-4 defense.
Both have elite quarterbacks.
Both are named after the working-class laborers their city is
known for. And both have yellow pants.
Interestingly enough, the defensive coordinators for each
team—Dom Capers (Green Bay)
and Dick LeBeau (Pittsburgh)—
actually coached together in
Pittsburgh in the early 90s.
Ultimately, though, the Packers proved to be the superior
team, capitalizing on Pittsburgh
turnovers and holding off a
Steelers comeback to win Super
Bowl XLV 31-25 despite a slew
of injuries to key players on both

Feb. 9

vs. Olivet at 7:30 p.m.

Friday
Hockey

Feb. 11

vs. Kettering at 8:30 p.m.

Saturday
Feb. 12
Women’s Basketball
vs. Trine at 3 p.m.

Hockey
vs. Kettering at 8:30 p.m.

In Brief
WOmen’s Basketball
defeats calvin at HOME

Photo by Kayleigh Schneider

Face-Off — Michael Bazydlo (’11) fights for the puck during a face-off against Davenport on

Saturday. Hope won 6-2 on Friday at Davenport and defeated the Panthers 5-3 on Saturday at
The Edge Ice Arena.

“No one puts themselves above
the team and that always produces results.”
Standing out as point leaders this season are Kunnen (54),
Kevin Deane (’14) (46), Justin
Johnson (’13) (40), and Captain
Brett Kopinski (’11) (42).
Goalie David Nowicki (’12)
has also proved himself a leader, with a save percentage of 93
for the season and a 1.66 goals
per game average (in 19 games
played).
Scheduled to host Kettering
this weekend (Feb. 11-12), the
Dutchmen are looking for two

additional wins before heading
into the MCHC playoffs.
“Kettering is a team that we
definitely don’t want to overlook,” alternate captain Mike Bazydlo (’11) said. “It is important
to keep the good momentum
going and to stay sharp leading
into the most important part of
the season.”
With their biggest challenge
still ahead of them, the team
is continuing to condition and
mentally focus for the home
stretch.
“Our main focus these days
is being more effective with our

special teams (power plays and
penalty kills) as well as being
more assertive with our puck
possession as a whole,” Kunnen
said. “You don’t win games at
the MCHC playoffs and national
tournament without capitalizing
on opportune chances, so that is
the current focus of ours. We
don’t want to leave any doubts
on our performance at the end
of the season.”
Due to getting a bye on the
first day of the MCHC playoffs,
Hope will play the lowest seed
remaining after the first round
on Feb.25 in Midland.

Green Bay geeked: Lombardi’s trophy returns home
James Nichols

This Week In Sports
Wednesday
Men’s Basketball

Asst. Sports Editor
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offense and defense.
but the Packers are good looking
Predictions about the game and the more attractive team, so
varied greatly around Hope.
I’ll go with [the Packers].”
“I think that the Packers are
The Packer bandwagon didn’t
going to win”, Tracy DeKoek- stop there; Lions faithful Al Harkoek (’12) said. “They have been say (’11) decided to go with the
playing very well lately with cheeseheads as well.
very good unity. My favorite is
“I want the Packers to win for
Charles WoodGeoff Hall,” Harson ever since
say said. “Also,
the 1998 rose
Bubba
Franks
Bowl. Go Blue.”
used to play
DeKoekfor the Packers
koek was just
which is a huge
the beginning
strength. It’s a
of the Packer
dream matchbandwagon. Liz
up for the SuBurks (’11) and
per Bowl, two
Brittany Dougclassy organizalas (’12) said
tions, two classy
they
weren’t
coaches,
with
sure who would
both teams havcome out with
ing a lot of histhe victory, but
tory.”
both picked the
“The Packers
Packers.
also have a funny
“I have no
name. The only
idea. I haven’t
weakness I see
been watching
Graphic by Emily Dammer in the Packers is
any of the playthat they were
offs, but I liked the Packers when beat by the Lions,” Harsay said.
I was little when we only had five
Green Bay native Geoff Hall
channels and they were always (’11) has been a cheesehead for
on,” Douglas said.
as long as he can remember, and
Burks had a more unconven- was confident in his Packers.
tional thinking on how the game
“Packers win 31-17,” Hall
would go. “I don’t like sports, quipped. “I think a pick 6 or a

defensive touchdown in some
way for the Packers will be the
key. The rush defense and secondary have been carrying the
Packers, Clay Mathews and
Charles Woodson leading the
attack is huge.”
“Aaron Rodgers and the
spread with [Greg] Jennings,
[James] Jones, [Donald] Driver,
and [Jordy] Nelson are spreading
the field and making it difficult
for defenses to cover and James
Starks is coming on strong at
tailback, which has been a weakness for the Packers in the past,”
Hall said.
For the Steelers, the loss
meant a denial of a third Super
Bowl victory in the past six years,
the last of which was a last-second win over the Arizona Cardinals in Super Bowl XLIII.
Rodgers was named the
game’s MVP with over 300 yards
passing and three touchdowns.
West Michigan native Jennings
caught two of Rodgers’ touchdown passes, one of which was
the eventual game-winner.
The Green Bay win marked
the first Super Bowl victory for
the Packers in 14 years, their
first since the departure of Brett
Favre.

A record breaking 3,433 fans
filled the Devos Fieldhouse on
Saturday to witness the Flying
Dutch reign victorious over Calvin (70-48). The win was a sweet
comeback after Hope’s 55-56
loss against the rival college a
month ago. The Flying Dutch
were led in scoring by Liz Ellis (’13) with 16 points. Captain
Erika Bruinsma (’11) also posted
double digits for the women,
racking up 14 points with a flawless 4-for-4 shooting and 6-for-6
on free throws. With two weeks
remaining in the regular season,
Hope’s record stands at 11-1
while the Knights have one win
more at 12-1.

MIAA
Players of the week
Men’s Basketball
Will Bowser (’11)
Forward
Women’s Basketball
Liz Ellis (’13)
Guard

hope swim teams by
sweeping opponents in
duals
On Saturday, Hope’s swimming and diving teams finished
the dual meet portion of their
seasons by dominating their
MIAA opponents. The women
won a double dual over Alma
(164-103) and Saint Mary’s (142106) while the men beat Alma
(1134-89). The Flying Dutch
concluded with a 5-3 dual meet
record, while the Flying Dutchmen posted 4-3.
Winning for the women were
Libby Westrate (’13) 200 free,
Chelsea Wiese (’12) 100 free,
Claire Triner (’13) 50 free, Laura
Cameron (‘13) 100 back, Captain Alicia Tuuk (’11) 200 back,
Sarah Krueger (’13) 100 breast,
and Kyleigh Sheldon (’13) onemeter dive.
Winning for the men were
Josh Grabijas (’13) 1,000 free,
Clayton Sommers (’11) 200 back,
Andrew Larson (’14) 100 back
and 200 IM, Alexander Perkins
(’14) 100 breast, Jacob Hunt (’14)
200 butterfly, Andrew Rose (’12)
50 free, Aaron Rittenhouse (’12)
100 free, Joseph Nielson (’13)
200 breast, and Geoffrey Ludema (’13) 500 free.
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Track teams sprint into indoor season

Jolene Jeske
Sports Editor

Both the men’s and women’s track
teams kicked off the indoor season on
Friday, Jan. 28 at the Calvin Invitational. Calvin proved themselves as strong
competitors for both the lady Dutch and
Dutchmen, taking first in both the men’s
and women’s events.

second, scoring 143 points under Calvin’s
183.5 points.
Head Coach Kevin Cole was pleased
with the performances in all events of the
night: field, sprinting and distance from
both the men and women’s teams.
“We look at these indoor meets as a
training tool. It was what I expected from
the first indoor meet in terms of our performances, but I was actually surprised
how close we were to Calvin after only
two weeks of practice, and we only took
half the squad to the meet,” Cole said.
In an outstanding performance of the
day, Co-captain John Donkersloot (’11) not only
took first in
men’s
high

Graphic by emily dammer

Hope women came close to first scoring an over all of 154.5, just .5 points behind Calvin’s 155 points, putting them
in second place. Hope men also came in

jump,
but also accomplished a new indoor personal record with a jump of 6 feet 10¾
inches.
“It was without question one of the

best performances of the meet. He did a
really great job and lead the team strong,”
Cole said.
First place performances for the women were: Sheri McCormack (’13) in the
1,600 meter (5:35.10), Kara Vandeguchte
(’11) in the 55 meter hurdles (09.01), Kate
Nelson (’12) in the 800 meters (2:29.39),
Sharon Hecker (’13) in the 5000 meters
(18:50.62), Catherine White (’14) in long
jump (15ft 5 in) and the distance medley
team of Morgan McCardel (’13), Sarah
Venlet (’13), Katie Carlson (’14) and Kate
Nelson with a time of 12:57.87.
Some of the best performances from
the women were contributed by underclassmen, which bodes well for the Lady
Dutch in the outdoor season and years to
come.
“They’re one of the most talented
teams we’ve ever had, and we’ll see if
we can make up those points we lost to
Calvin not just this year, but in previous
years,” Cole said.
Hope winners on the men’s team included: Andrew McKeachie (’12) in the
1600 meters (4:25.01) and 800 meters
(2:01.84), Nicholas Rinck (’11) in the 55
meter hurdles (8.31) and Steffon Mayhue
(’14) in long jump (21feet 5¼ inches).
Losing a handful of seniors last year
didn’t put the Dutchmen in jeopardy for
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their first indoor meet. A close second
place to Calvin only shows how well a
young team can adjust to change.
“We lost a lot of great guys off the
team last year, but looking at the roster,
Calvin has as well. The team this year is
pretty balanced and competition should
be closer this year then ever. It’s like it
was in the 80s,” Cole said.
With both the men’s and women’s
teams training through indoor meets to
beat Calvin in the outdoor season, there’s
still a lot of room for improvement. Competition hasn’t been this strong between
the two rivals in decades, and Cole is preparing both teams for the Knights in the
outdoor season by increasing leg turnover and treating indoor meets as hard
cardio work outs.
“We’re not going to sacrifice the outdoor season to win and indoor meet, we
have a lot of good athletes, and they need
these indoor meets to grow,” Cole said.
Both the men’s and women’s teams
will compete in two more indoor meets
before the outdoor season. The first of
the two meets is the Grand Valley Tuneup on Friday, Feb. 18 and the second is
the MIAA Invitational at Trine on Saturday, Feb. 26.

Orange and blue capture comeback win over the Knights
Co-Editor-in-Chief

After 90 years and 178 games, the
men’s basketball teams of Hope and Calvin College are familiar with the lore surrounding their unique rivalry.
On Jan. 29, the two teams met in Calvin’s Van Noord arena; the Flying Dutchmen sought to avenge a 14 point loss in
their own DeVos Fieldhouse three weeks
previously while the Knights hoped to
gain ground in the conference standings.
After 20 minutes of play, it appeared
that Calvin would walk away with a blowout win; up by 18 points and out-shooting
Hope by 20 percent, the Knights looked
relaxed while the Dutchmen appeared to
be scrambling just to stay in the game.
But like all true rivalries, the game is
not won until the final buzzer sounds.
Refusing to roll over, the Orange and
Blue gave new meaning to the phrase
“the comeback kids,” throwing Calvin off
balance by elbowing their way to the net
through the paint, sinking open threes
and challenging Calvin for rebounds at
both ends of the court. Twenty minutes
later, the scoreboard showed a 76-70
Hope win.
The game at Van Noord was just one
example of the team’s grit and desire to
win: the Dutchmen found themselves

down against Kalamazoo on Jan. 26 by 16
points before winning 100-95.
Additionally, in contests against Adrian and Albion, the Dutchmen relied on
their ability to get hot in the second half,
winning both games after giving up double-digit leads early.
Despite letting themselves get down
against Calvin, the Dutchmen were confident they could come back and maintain
their sole possession of first place in the
MIAA.
“Because it’s Hope-Calvin, no matter
how big the lead, it seems like it could just
disappear,” co-captain David Krombeen
(’12) said after the game. “I think especially because Wednesday [against Kalamazoo] we were down 16 in the first half
and we came back, it was almost like, ‘Ok,
here we go again.’”
While being the comeback kids provides an exciting game atmosphere, it
is not how the Dutchmen want to win
games.
“It sucks that we put ourselves in that
position, but I don’t think anyone ever
felt that we were out of [those games],
which was key for why we came back,”
Krombeen added.
In the home game against Trine played
on Feb. 3, the Dutchmen maintained the
lead throughout the whole game during
the 81-64 win. The team followed the victory up with an
85-71 road win
against Alma
on Saturday,
Feb. 5.
While there
are a variety of
elements that
have gone into
the formula of
this year’s success, consistent
play across the
team and leadership
from
key veterans
has allowed the
Hope men to
relax and play
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their game.
In the last four games, Will Bowser
(’11) has totaled 114 points with fellow
playmakers Krombeen, Ty Tanis (’11),
Logan Neil (’12), Colton Overway (’13)
and Nate Snuggerud (’13) providing consistent support.
Boswer’s 46-point effort against Kalamazoo made him the 32nd player in
Hope College history to tally at least

the conference,” Krombeen said. “That’s
something that we want to keep rather
than having to come from behind. We
just have to stay focused, keep up the intensity every day and not lose sight of our
goal.”
That goal—winning the conference
championship and gaining an automatic
bid to the NCAA Tournament—seems to
be within Hope’s grasp a little bit more
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lOOK FAST— Junior Logan Neil makes a quick pass to teammate Ty
Tanis (’11) during the Jan. 29 win against Calvin. Hope beat the Knights
76-70.
1,000 points; with 1,083 points, he currently sits at 26th all-time, two points
behind Marcus Vanderheide (’08). As the
team enters the final weeks of the regular season, they will have to self-motivate
against watching one person play.
“[Against Calvin] we didn’t have much
rhythm or flow on offense,” Krombeen
said. “After Will scored 46 on Wednesday it kind of looked like we were waiting
for him to do it again. He did a heck of a
job…. but that wasn’t going to get it done
for us because we have to win as a team.”
With only four games remaining before the MIAA Conference Tournament,
the Flying Dutchmen hope to maintain
their sole possession of first place.
“In my first two years we’ve never been
in a position where we’re in first place in

each day.
Every other team in the conference
(including Calvin) has at least four losses,
while Hope holds a 9-1 record.
Regardless of the next four weeks, the
Dutchmen have shown that it will take
more than a passing of the guard at head
coach, key players graduating or a tough
home loss to Calvin to leave them down
and out.
“I’ve been in the NCAA tournament
two times now, and I’ve lost the first game
both times. We want to compete and win
some games,” Krombeen said. “We have
the talent to do it; we just have to have
the focus and the energy, too. Hopefully
these next few conference games build up
to that.”
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